PRELUDE Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
- lan Alvarez, brass

WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP—based on Psalm 124
Blessed be the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth!
Praise be to God, the giver of life!

Our help is in God’s name,
the One who calls us together here.

We come with songs of praise on our lips,
and with gratitude in our hearts.

Blessed be the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth!

We join with all creation in praising our God,
who made all things and called them good.

HYMN #32 |[Sing the Mighty Power of God
PRAYER OF PRAISE

Living God of past and future,
we praise you for this present moment.
Help us to enter into it fully.
Fill us with your joy,
and breathe your Spirit into our lives—
that our strength may be renewed
that we may trust you in fresh ways,
that we may act courageously
in a world that longs for your justice and peace.
With gratitude in our hearts
we offer our praise to you, here and now.

RESPONSE #37 Let All Things Now Living
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND REFLECTION

Creator God, how easy it is to forget your presence
and power in our lives. Surrounded by the sounds of
outrage and bad news, we have trouble listening to
your whispers of hope and grace. Distracted by daily
tasks or fears, we miss out on the beauty that is
emerging before our eyes in the world around us.
May your forgiving and renewing love open our eyes
to see and our ears to hear, that we may be
strengthened in faith, hope and love,

and courageous action.

(silent prayer and reflection)
WORDS OF ASSURANCE

With Christ as our healing presence,

God’s grace washes upon the turbulent shores of our
lives

and we are forgiven and renewed to begin again,

to live in faith and hope,

at peace with ourselves and others,

with Christ and creation,

allowing justice and love to flow freely through our
lives.

Thanks be to God!
PASSING THE PEACE
HYMN #39 Great is Thy Faithfulness

SCRIPTURE READINGS Psalm 30:1-5, 11-12
Esther 1:1-12; 19-22

MESSAGE Women of the Bible: Esther

HYMN #697 Take My Life and Let it Be Consecrated
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For yours is the kingdom,

and the power,

and the glory

now and forever. Amen.

HYMN #307 God of Grace and God of Glory
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE What the World Needs Now,

by Burt Bacharach
- David Little, piano
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