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Grief, Joy, and Silver Linings 
 

A Message from Pastor Hallack Greider 
 

Dear Maplewood friends,  
 

You have heard it said, and you have probably said some version of it yourself: This is a strange time we are 

living through. And in response, as someone remarked at our Wednesday prayer group recently, we are 

experiencing waves of emotions and thoughts—sometimes feeling good and optimistic, and then feeling 

overwhelmed and anxious. It’s good to know we are riding the waves of this storm together!  

There are both opportunities and obstacles ahead, and we know that the world is changing and we are not 

going back to “normal.” Some of us celebrate that, some of us wonder if it’s a good thing. Regardless of how 

you feel about the changes and what they will bring, we all are grieving over things or experiences that we 

are losing, or have already have lost, during this time, which we will not get back.  

As I write this article, grief is acute for me and our family right now. Our beloved family dog, Penny, died 

earlier this week. We had her (or she had us!) for 12 years. For those of you who know the love of a family 

pet, you understand the grief that comes when they pass away. The memories we cherish aren’t just 

memories of a dog, they are also memories of young children growing up in a home where they were loved 

unconditionally—often by their parents, hopefully, but always by the dog. They are memories of vacations, 

walks in the park and on the beach, and dressing up for Halloween (yes, the dogs had costumes too!). Penny 

was always the first to greet us, and everyone, at the door with a wagging tail and that doggy smile that said 

she was so glad to see you. I can say without apology or fear of committing heresy, Penny was like the Holy 

Spirit to us in her faithful and velcro-like presence and her unconditional love. She always wanted to be next 

to someone, and we will miss her.  

In my grieving for Penny this week, it has brought to the surface my sadness over other changes and losses, 

past and present. That’s the way it goes with grief. And it became clear to me that, along with many of you, I 

am grieving how much has changed and is changing right now during this storm—some have called it a 

cultural tsunami of pandemic and societal upheaval. In my head I know that many changes are needed and 

that the world will settle into a new and better normal; in my heart it isn’t as easy to make the shift these 

days. We’ll get there, but it will take some inner work of accepting loss, and embracing a new way of being.  
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Among other things, this week’s events got me thinking about my experience in pastoral ministry and 

working in churches. I was ordained in 1992. When I say the words “1992” that doesn’t sound like a long 

time ago, but geez, that was almost 30 years ago! When I entered the ministry my experience and 

understanding of the world and of God were quite different than they are today.  

As an example of this, in 1992 our church sang the Gloria Patri every Sunday, the last line of which says, “as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end, amen.” Well, I don’t hear that sung 

much anymore! Probably because it doesn’t ring true anymore. That reflected a time when we thought that 

past, present, and future would be a trajectory of sameness. With progress of course, and things getting 

better, but generally the same. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be? I’m not so sure about 

that. Yes, God is the same, but the world is not. The world is changing, the Church is changing, all of our 

institutions are changing. Every 500 years or so that’s what happens, and we’re living smack-dab in the 

middle of it.  

And so, our work right now is to do the grieving that is necessary to help us accept the losses we may be 

experiencing, and prepare us to embrace what new things God is doing to renew the world. Our work will 

always be to “do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God” (Micah 6:8). That includes the work of racial 

justice and reconciliation today, especially. Let’s not grow weary in that good work. But there are times 

when the work of God’s people is primarily to grieve, when the ground underneath us has shifted so 

unyieldingly and so deeply and there is no going back. We need to stand with the prophet Jeremiah who, 

following the cultural and religious tsunami of his time, said “For these things I weep; my eyes flow with 

tears.” (Lamentations 1:16) 

It's funny, in April people were hoarding toilet paper. Remember that? I still have toilet paper stored in a 

bedroom from a purchase in May. This week it seems I’m using it as tissue paper as much as, well, what it’s 

usually used for.  

There are silver linings to this time, joys and unexpected gifts that we would not have known apart from 

sheltering in place, and turning off the television. We thank God for those, just as we thank God for tears and 

trials, and that Jesus is with us always, faithfully, in any and every circumstance. We are promised, “Weeping 

may linger for the night, but joy comes in the morning” (Psalm 30:5). Our “night” might be lasting longer 

than we expected or wanted, but joy awaits us.  

And joy can be ours now, even amidst grief, because God’s presence IS joy. And God is always with us. 

Faithfully. 
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Message from the Session 
 

Although the Covid-19 pandemic interrupted church 

services in March, the Maplewood Session, which 

consists of the church elders and Pastor Hallack 

Greider, has continued to meet at least monthly. 

Initially, meetings were conducted online via the 

Zoom electronic meeting platform. More recently, in 

line with the State of Washington’s Safe Start Phased 

Approach to Recovery plan, Session has met in a 

hybrid of in-person, socially distanced meetings out-

of-doors, with some participants “Zooming in” from 

afar. If nothing else, the pandemic has made the 

advantages of technology more apparent! 
  

During this time of being apart, the Session 

continues to work on ways to reach out to and keep 

our Maplewood family and community united. 

Ensuring the health and safety of all is foremost in 

our minds, and while it is difficult to be apart, this 

emphasis is also the best way to express our love 

and concern. 
  

If you are interested in following the deliberations 

and decisions regarding oversight of the church, the 

Session meeting minutes are now available online at 

Maplewood’s website. To access them, go 

to www.maplewoodpres.org, and then click on the 

“Governance/ Administration” tab at the top of the 

screen. 
  

Feel free to reach out to one of the elders below if 

you have questions or concerns about the continued 

governance of the church (if you need a Maplewood 

directory, contact Dayle Zimmer at the Maplewood 

office: 425-778-5248, x2): 
  

- John Collier 

- Lloyd Fleck 

- David Little 

- Bethany Reid 

- Sheri Teesdale 

- Randy Walls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maplewood Presbyterian Women - Update 
 

The Coordinating Team (CT) of Maplewood 

Presbyterian Women will be meeting in early August 

to discuss plans for how to proceed with our yearly 

bible study beginning (usually) in September.  Some 

study books have arrived and, as always, have a 

topic that is pertinent and helpful in our daily 

life.  The study title this year is "Into the Light - 

Finding Hope through Prayers of Lament."  We know 

that our biblical ancestors called out in prayer to 

God for answers to the times in life when we are 

suffering or worried and anxious.  What we would 

like are easy and quick answers - God answers with 

reminders that he is always with us, and gives us 

HOPE for a better future.  
 

Therefore, the CT will be working to find a way to 

continue our learning and sharing lives in a safe 

environment.  Maybe smaller groups of five - maybe 

Zoom - maybe e-mail.  Much will depend on what 

Phase we are in state-wide, and, also, what the 

Session will be deciding for the whole church 

community.  We welcome your input!!  What would 

work best for you?  E-mail me at  

carl-liz@comcast.net or any other board 

member (Pat Hendrickson, Shelley Rondeau, Virginia 

Morgan, Sharon Eddy, and Cathy Roper).  And keep 

praying for life to return to some kind of 

normalcy.  Blessings and Love to all. 
 

- Liz Carrington, MPW Coordinating Team 

SESSION, PRAYER GROUP, MAPLEWOOD PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  

The Contemplative Prayer Group 
Is Meeting on Wednesdays 

 
The contemplative prayer group has been meeting 

on Wednesdays on the MPC grounds (outside – 

weather permitting). If you would like to come to a 

meeting, contact Hallack Greider at 

pastor@maplewoodpres.org. We ask that your 

bring your own chair, if possible; however, there are 

some chairs available. 
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A Pop-up from OPOP! 
 

Maplewood’s OPOP (One Parish, One Prisoner) Team 
continues its mission during the pandemic. We are 
each enjoying the development of our relationship 
with Dan Anderson, who is presently at the Monroe 
Correctional Facility. The more letters and emails 
that we exchange with Dan, the more we look 
forward to his release from prison. 
  

At this point, members of our OPOP team have 
exchanged more than fifty letters/emails with Dan, a 
connection he seems to enjoy immensely. On that 
theme, we include here just two quotes, among 
many, that we have received: 
 

• “I really enjoy hearing from you and 
receiving your letters. There’s so much to be 
said for not being forgotten here. I spent a 
lot of years feeling forgotten, and having 
friends that I’ve never met means the world 
to me.” 
 

• “I feel blessed to be part of this OPOP 
project. I want to thank you for being a part 
of this. It means so much for me to have 
people in my corner.” 

 

We are also gaining greater understanding of the 
multiple frustrations of incarceration. We had hoped 
for his early release in June with other prisoners as 
the covid-19 went viral at Monroe. The situation 
now is even worse as more infected prisoners have 
been transferred from elsewhere to Monroe. But 
Dan remains incarcerated. At least his covid tests 
continue to be negative.  
  

Communication with him has not been smooth. The 
Monroe prison (and many others) use a national for-
profit company called “Jpay.” Emails are often not 
delivered for days, video talks have proved very 
unreliable, and, of course, we cannot visit in person 
due to covid fears. Our experience with the prison 
system—even as limited as it is—is certainly 
teaching us patience! 
  

After 26 years of incarceration, Dan has learned to 
be patient, even as he continues to hope for a 
transfer soon into a work-release program. In the 
meantime, we are making progress on the 
possibilities of practical steps that we can take when 
Dan is finally released. We hope our congregation 

can play an important role in welcoming Dan back 
into the outside world. In the meantime, pray for us 
and Dan, and for more positive news in August. 
 

- Hallack Greider 
- Jennifer Sereda Smith (OPOP Facilitator) 
- Art Smith 
- Ann Collier 
- John Collier 
- Sharon Eddy 
- Sheri Teesdale 
- Carrell Tysver (member of Emmanuel PC ) 
  

OPOP Reading 
 

The OPOP team maintains a small collection of 
books that are appropriate to what they’re 
learning and experiencing through their 
partnership with Underground Ministries. The 
purpose of this partnership is to build a 
relationship with and incarcerated individual who 
will be released to the community. These books 
are in the MPC lounge. If you’d like to borrow a 
book, contact the MPC office at 425-778-5248, x2 
(leave a message) or email 
office@maplewoodpres.org, and arrangements will 
be made for you to pick one up. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a good time to remind folks about 

Underground Coffee, which supports the work of 

Underground Ministries by providing meaningful 

employment for individuals who are putting their 

lives back together after incarceration. If you would 

like information about purchasing Underground 

Coffee, contact the MPC office.  

ONE PARISH, ONE PRISONER & UNDERGROUND COFFEE  
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Pandemic Observations: Witnessing the 

Hands and Feet of Christ During COVID-19 
- Michelle Anderson, MPC Music Director 
 

Upon announcement of the "Stay Home, Stay 

Healthy" order in March, I began to notice a 

monumental shift in our community sphere. And like 

most monumental changes, it started with the 

smallest, almost imperceptible things. First, I opened 

our door to see a loaf of homemade bread, 

beautifully wrapped, sitting on my doorstep. Looking 

down the shared hallway in our building, I noticed 

similar packages placed by my neighbors’ doors as 

well. Delighted, and never one to question the 

motives of the Carbohydrate Fairies™, I woke up my 

kids and made some of the best toast this side of the 

Mississippi. Soon after, a fresh cut flower appeared 

on each doorstep. Ah-ha! I liked this game! We 

began conspiring to create our own secret doorstep 

delights; painted rocks, fresh fruit, a box of favorite 

chocolates that someone mentioned in passing, 

months earlier. We began to find little messages of 

kindness stuck to the hallway doors. I began to look 

at each of my neighbors in passing with a side eye of 

happy suspicion (and I offer profuse apologies to 

Mrs. Connolly on the third floor for my awkward 

accusations - I was just really excited about some pie 

that showed up that morning!) My observations and 

experiences with this wave of neighborly love didn’t 

stop with my apartment building. Messages of 

kindness and support were shared in social media 

circles, the neighborhood communication channels 

were filled with offers of groceries and shopping 

assistance. Laid off workers were offered resume 

writing, job connections, and even just a listening 

ear during times of frustration. My friend, Dr. Lesley 

Debrier, saw the need for accessible COVID-19 

testing and the lack of resources and made it her 

 

personal ministry to buy testing equipment and 

supplies in bulk and start offering mobile testing to 

anyone who needed it. Our own church community 

continued to do what they do best, and reached out 

to make sure that the love of Christ was not 

hindered by quarantine. My own family has been 

blessed with such kindness and generosity. We are 

humbled and feel absolutely cradled in love. The 

human need for community and connection is so 

strong, and never has it been so apparent to me as it 

has been over these past six months (and counting!) 

While I don’t know much about any one thing, I do 

know that love creates love. And love creates hope; 

the kind of hope that endures when all evidence 

points to hopelessness. Because there is no shortage 

of pain and hopelessness right now, the only 

solution I can see is more love, in whatever form 

that takes. I have seen it in my neighbors and my 

church community. I have seen it in signs and 

marching feet. I have seen it in strangers and in the 

ones I hold closest to my heart. In word and action, 

great and small, I have seen it all around me and it 

sustains me. May it sustain you as well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PANDEMIC OBSERVATIONS & LOVE  
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A Note from Your Deacon Moderator 
 

Hello, my name is Lorraine Leclerc and I am your 

deacon moderator (Lloyd Fleck is my husband.) 

 

When I started my journey as deacon moderator on 

February 3rd this year, I asked the deacons to 

answer the question “What is a deacon?” in one or 

two words. This is often an unexpected question 

that catches us by surprise.  

 

Responses included the following words and 

phrases: shepherd, friend, caring for congregants, 

has a heart for people - all good answers. 

Naturally, this exercise helped all of us to be ready 

when asked.  

 

Do you know your deacon? 

 

These are difficult times for all, one way or another. 

Our deacons walk a tight line between those who 

seek connections and those who are satisfied 

distancing themselves with a book. Either way, the 

book of Acts tells us the deacons were appointed to 

relieve the teaching elders of the tasks of caring for 

the People of the church (see Acts 6:1-7). So our 

deacons will seek to know you better within the 

boundaries you set for them. They are there to help, 

listen or pray with you as requested.

 

Since we are currently distancing  and are not 

permitted yet to regather as in the past,  let us be 

creative and open to communicating and connecting 

and let the spirit of God guide us all to reach out in 

love. 

 

Your deacons are: 

 

- Cathy Draper 

- Jan Stenberg 

- Jill Fouche 

- Linda Tortorici 

- Shelley Rondeau 

- Barb Schoener 

- Jeanie Walls 

- Donna Piper 

- Judy Baker 

- Tracy Little 

- Lorraine Leclerc 

 

I thank God for each one of the dedicated deacons. 

 

- Lorraine Leclerc, moderator 

“.... trusting God will complete what He has started....” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DEACONS  

Financial Assistance Available 
 

Because of a generous donation made to the 

deacon’s fund, financial assistance is available 

to MPC members and friends who are 

experiencing a hardship due to covid 19. This 

fund was created for hardships such as needing 

help with rent, medical bills, food, car repairs, 

due to job loss or cutbacks in employment. You 

can make the request by calling Deacon 

moderator Lorraine Leclerc at 206-356-3970. 

Your request will remain confidential. 
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The Community Garden Grows and Grows 
 

If you happen to drive by the community garden these 
days, you’ll be amazed and impressed by how LARGE 
everything has gotten! It is LUSH! Rather than throw 
more photos of lots of green at you, this time we’ve 
provided some close-ups of some of the best things the 
garden has to offer: 
 

 
Cheery flowers - nasturtiums? 

 

 
Cabbage – Enough here for the entire city! 

 

 

 
Fabulous Romaine Lettuce 

 

 
Monster Broccoli 

 

 
LOOK at those fat tomatoes! 

 

COMMUNITY GARDEN  
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HEALTH & SAFETY  

Although the church remains closed for worship service, the session is working toward the time when we will 
once again be open, which will certainly be different from the way things used to be, at least for a while. 
Session members composed and designed this sign, which you will see posted throughout the property 
(along with others). This gives us an idea of what to expect in the future. 
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If you missed our announcement back in June, Jonna 
Reeder joined Maplewood as its part-time Children 
and Youth Christian Education Coordinator this 
summer. And she didn’t waste time – she hit the 
ground running with MPC’s kids, and they’re having 
a great time! Following is an update from Jonna and 
some photos of the activities that she has organized.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Message from Jonna Reeder, CE Coordinator 
 

Youth gathered three times in July: an initial 

meeting, a service time in the community garden; 

and, finally, a fest of bean bags & badminton & 

cupcakes (Because Tyler had a birthday, the youth 

and helpers had to eat cupcakes! Thanks Tyler - and 

blessings to you for the year ahead!)! Thank you to 

Carolynne Harris, Harriet Fuji, Cathy Draper, Lloyd 

Fleck, and Elisa Fuji for their support!  

 

Please pray for a reduction in new COVID infections 

in Snohomish County with a focus on youth well-

being. Students had hoped for a hybrid school 

schedule (mix of in-person classes with fewer 

students two days per week and online sessions). 

The latest news is online classes only for the start of 

school. In prayer and action, please support our 

youth! (See Edmonds School District’s website for 

more information: 

https://www.edmonds.wednet.edu/news/what_s_new/reopen

ing_edmonds__schools_2020   

 
 

LAST – BECAUSE THEY ARE THE BEST! – OUR KIDS!  
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Upcoming Events & Activities 
 

Reminder: For all events (even though we plan to 
be outdoors), please bring your mask or other 
facial covering; water to drink; sunhat, sunscreen 
and/or sunglasses.  
 

Saturday, August 8, 2:15 – 3:45-ish 
Maplewood PC 
Campus Scramble 2:15-3:45-ish 
Wear shoes in which you can walk quickly (or 
even jog)! Youth will need to navigate their way 
around the church grounds to specific locations to 
correctly answer some unusual questions. Speed 
& accuracy both count! 
 

Saturday, August 22, 2:00-3:30 pm 
Maplewood PC 
An outdoor game or two, a devotion/discussion, 
an opportunity for a short period of service, and 
snacks.  
 

Volunteering at the Edmonds food bank: 
preparing bulk items for family distribution. Exact 
date TBD once we have volunteer forms collected 
and date input from youth, families, and the food 
bank. One of these dates: Friday, August 28; 
Thursday, September 3; Friday, September 4. A 
family from the church plans to invite volunteers 
for pizza (or similar food) on their deck following 
the volunteer shift (which is probably in the 
morning). Masks & social distancing required! 
 

A walk around Scriber Lake - on a Friday: August 
14, August 28, or September 4 depending partly 
on the food bank date and youth availability and 
interest.  
 

September weekends: tentative plans are to 
gather September 19 or 20 (Saturday or Sunday) 
and September 26 or 27 (Saturday or Sunday).  
 
"Board games" (social distance version) and 
perhaps a movie are ideas for autumn - along 
with an introduction to the global church.  
 

Contact Jonna by text or phone at 541.414.8342 
or jreeder@frontierfellowship.com if you have 
questions or suggestions.  

https://www.edmonds.wednet.edu/news/what_s_new/reopening_edmonds__schools_2020
https://www.edmonds.wednet.edu/news/what_s_new/reopening_edmonds__schools_2020
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PHOTOS OF KIDS & YOUTH ACTIVITIES  
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