The Third Sunday of Advent

PRELUDE

WELCOME

LIGHTING THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE

No matter what troubles overwhelm us today,
Isaiah reminds us that in all of our preparation and
pursuit of God’s coming Kin-dom, we must not
forget that God’s salvation has come, and is coming.
“With joy you will draw water from the wells of
salvation” (Isaiah 12:3). With joy we remember
that God'’s salvation is already present among us.

Congregation:

Faced with the troubles and the suffering of the
world, we choose to live in joyful hope, present to
God and to one another. We will not turn away
from the hurt in our world, and we will not stop
rejoicing in God, whose salvation fills us to
overflowing, that God’s love might flow through us
and flood our troubled world with hope, peace,
and joy.

We light this candle of joy as a sign of our
commitment to be present to ourselves, our
friends, our families, and our neighbors, that in
sharing our vulnerable lives we might share in the
glorious joy of God'’s salvation together.

HYMN #107 Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn

PRAYER OF PRAISE

God of joy,

we rejoice in the reality of who you are,

and we live within the joy of your love for us.
Our contentment comes and goes,

our happiness ebbs and flows.

Our feelings often depend upon our
circumstances,

our physical health, and our mindset.

But our joy is deeply rooted

in our identity as your beloved children.

For that, and much more, we give you thanks.

RESPONSE #134 Joy to the World

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND REFLECTION

God, our Light and Salvation,

forgive us for those moments

when we have walked in darkness,

stumbling in the dim light of the world’s despair,
of quarrels and division and bickering.

Renew us in joy and strengthen us in peace,

that our light may shine

and become a beacon of hope for others.

(time for silent prayers and reflection)

WORDS OF ASSURANCE—from Isaiah 40:1
“Comfort, comfort now my people, says your God.”

Beloved, know this:

Your sins are forgiven.

The Lord, Emmanuel, abides with you.

The peace announced by the angels is at hand.

Thanks be to God!
PASSING THE PEACE
HYMN #113 Angels We Have Heard on High
SPECIAL MUSIC  Who Would Imagine a King
- Allison Thomas, soloist

-David Little, piano

SCRIPTURE READINGS Luke 1:46-55
Isaiah 9:2-7

MESSAGE Salvation

HYMN #100 Canticle of the Turning
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For yours is the kingdom,

and the power,

and the glory

now and forever. Amen.

HYMN #80 You Shall Go Out with Joy

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Wenceslas Fantasy, arr. David Little
- David Little, piano
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