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Gratitude 
A Message from Pastor Hallack Greider 

 
 

As we turn the page on our calendars to November, I’d like us to remember that this is the 

month when we give thanks.  Not just on the 26th this year, but each day.  It’s tempting to 

write another reflection about the election, or COVID-19, and our adapted social lives and 

changing world.  Rather, for this month at least, let us focus on what is good—the gifts and 

blessings of our lives.   

The apostle Paul instructs us to “Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all 

circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1Thessalonians 5:16-18).  Ever 

wonder what God’s will is for you?  Well, here it is:  rejoice, pray, and give thanks in all 

circumstances.  And these are some kind of circumstances we are experiencing, aren’t they?   

What strikes me about this short but power-packed Scripture is that there are no exceptions 

given.  He doesn’t say “Rejoice, pray and give thanks, except when there is a pandemic…” or 

“…except when there is social upheaval” or “…except when you don’t feel like it.”  As I have 

said over the years, Thanksgiving is a holiday, but gratitude is a discipline.  And it becomes a 

needed and necessary discipline when things get tough.  But it has the potential to change 

our attitude and outlook, refresh our hearts and souls, and get our minds off of scarcity and 

see abundance around us.   
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Unplugged – Hallack Greider 
Continued from page 1 

 
 

Author Melody Beattie expressed this beautifully in her reflection on gratitude: 
 

Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. 

It turns what we have into enough, and more. 

It turns denial into acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity. 

It can turn a meal into a feast, a house into a home, a stranger into a friend.  

It turns problems into gifts, failures into successes,  

the unexpected into perfect timing, and mistakes into important events. 

It can turn an existence into a real life, and disconnected situations 

into important and beneficial lessons. Gratitude makes sense of our past,  

brings peace for today, and creates a vision for tomorrow. 
 

When the time comes for us to return to worship and congregational life—probably in 

stages and smaller groups—we will have a lot to talk about together. With joy and smiles, 

we will see each other anew and we will share our stories about our time at home and what 

it was like. In addition to this I want us to take time to talk about what is different—for each 

of us, and for our church. Much will be the same, but I hope our unplugging and rebooting 

will result in a collective wisdom about fresh patterns and practices of personal faith and 

congregational life. What’s cool about it is that these conversations will be ongoing, 

because the reflecting and learning will be ongoing, because the changes in the world will 

be ongoing. God is pressing a huge reset button for the world. What will our response look 

like?  

God speaks through the prophet Isaiah and says, “Do not remember the former things, or 

consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; it springs forth, do you not perceive 

it?” (Isa.43:18-19a). My answer to that question is, no, not yet. However, the promise that 

follows in the next line is beautiful: “I will make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the 

desert.” This is poetic and prophetic language for: the new thing will be life-giving, and 

fruitful, and we will find our way—a new way. God will prepare it and lead us in it.  

The Lord bless and keep you, 
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OPOP, you say?  What’s that? 
- by Art Sereda 
 

To remind everyone, over a year ago, Hallack invited 

Chris Hoke to speak to our congregation.  Chris is a 

chaplain for a variety of gang members and prisons in 

Washington, and is the co-founder and Executive Director 

of Underground Ministries.  (Maplewood’s “Underground 

Coffee” served during Fellowship time comes from 

there!)  That organization is designed to help ease the 

way for people in jail to re-integrate back into society 

after their incarceration.  It so happens that there are 

roughly the same number of churches AND prisoners in 

Washington.  OPOP (“One Parish One Prisoner”) is 

designed to pair a church with a single prisoner to help 

that person re-enter society in a productive and humane 

way. 
 

Last Fall, a few Maplewood people went to a meeting in 

Everett to learn more about OPOP and be paired with a 

prisoner due to be released.  The MPC OPOP team 

includes Hallack, John and Ann Collier, Dan Woodward, 

Jennifer Sereda and Art Smith, Sharon Eddy, and Carrell 

Tysver (from another church).  We were paired with Dan 

Anderson, a drug addict convicted of armed robbery. Dan 

was one of the first offenders to be sentenced under the 

“three strikes” law that mandated life without parole for 

people convicted of multiple serious crimes.  However, it 

has since been shown that this law is ineffective in 

deterring crime, and it has been repealed in many states, 

including Washington.  As a result, several people 

imprisoned under this law have been released.  Dan had 

been in prison for the past 26 years when his sentence 

was commuted by Governor Inslee.  While in prison, 

though, he managed to kick his heroin habit, focus on his 

health, and learn a number of job skills. 
 

When Dan was first connected with OPOP, he was in 

prison in Clallam Bay Corrections Center, west of Port 

Angeles.  In preparation for his eventual release, Dan was 

transferred to Monroe Correctional Complex, a 

minimum-security prison, and from there was scheduled 

to move to a work-release program. 
 

Then Covid hit. 
 

Just prior to March 2020, several of our group had 

obtained permission from the Washington State 

Department of Corrections to visit Dan at Monroe.  But as 

part of Washington State’s Covid Safe Start Plan, 

visitations to prisons were cancelled, and Dan was put in  

 
 

 

“lockdown” at the prison to help contain the spread of 

Covid through the prison population.  We continued to 

keep in contact with Dan through letters, e-mails, and 

limited phone calls, and have been steadfast in our 

commitment to “be there” with Dan on his journey to 

being released from prison. 
 

At the beginning of October, Dan left prison and was 

placed in a work-release program at Bishop Lewis 

Transition House in downtown Seattle.  He is actively 

looking for work, and already has several potential 

avenues for employment.  He will live at Bishop Lewis 

House for six months while he finds work and transitions 

to finally being free and living with his mother and step-

father in Lynnwood.  In the meantime, we are there to 

help support him with learning new life skills (starting 

with the internet!), navigating various bureaucratic 

systems to enable him to obtain necessities such as a 

driver’s license or clothes for work, and to “be there” to 

answer questions that will come up. 
 

In an almost unbelievable twist of fate, Dan was out of 

prison for only a few days when Covid-19 hit Bishop Lewis 

House. He had evaded the virus all the time he was 

incarcerated, but he finally contracted it at his work 

release facility. Currently, Dan is recuperating at a 

quarantine facility in Issaquah. We wish him the best and 

pray for a speedy and uncomplicated recovery. 
 

At some point, we hope we hope our entire congregation 

will be able to meet Dan at a church service.  In the 

meantime, we are setting up an “OPOP Lazarus Fund” to 

financially help him roll away those barriers that ex-

prisoners face when re-entering society:  paying off fines, 

getting licenses, covering living costs, obtaining 

insurance,  and so on.  If you would like to contribute 

funds or donate physical items that Dan may need, please 

contact Hallack or a member of the OPOP team.   
 

And while providing material support is important, our 

greater goal is to develop further our relationship with 

Dan by providing spiritual and emotional support to him 

as he maneuvers and relearns the world. 
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Message from Jonna Reeder 
 

Hello to youth families and youth supporters. Since I 

started as youth and children Christian education 

coordinator in July, we’ve been busy with a variety 

of activities: 

 

• Youth completed a “campus scramble” in August 

that required going to 17 locations around the 

church grounds.  

 

• Three youth volunteered at the Edmonds food 

bank before school began. 

 

• After being outdoors through September, youth 

moved indoors with colder, wetter weather in 

October. Spread out in the social hall, following 

protocols set by session (and having a few 

windows open), it’s been possible for youth to 

gather. A ping pong table is a fun way to be sure 

to social distance.  

 

Please continue to pray for our youth: for 

encouragement, for positive learning (online), and 

for understanding more about love of God and 

neighbor. Ask God to give wisdom and inspiration to 

parents, teachers, and others who input into the 

lives of young people.  

 

Following are upcoming events we currently have 

scheduled or are planning: 

 

• Sunday, November 8 – 2:30-4:00 p.m. 

During November, Thanksgiving and gratitude 

will be themes for study, discussion, and creative 

expression.  

 

• Saturday, November 14 – 2:30-4:00 p.m. 

Youth will be helping to prepare Advent bags 

that will be delivered to the congregation prior 

to the beginning of Advent.  

 

• More Saturday and Sunday dates to come – and 

hopefully a couple of youth can be involved in a 

recording for an Advent service. Families are 

encouraged to let Jonna know if there is a 

preference for Saturday or Sunday on a 

particular week.  
 

• Volunteering at the Edmonds food bank: Jonna 

plans to keep in touch with the volunteer 

coordinator seeking opportunities for later in the 

afternoon in December or January. Generally, 

the volunteer needs for each week are released 

the week before.  

 

• Upcoming: a 2020 take on the 12 days of 

Christmas? (Adults or youth with suggestions are 

invited to send them to Jonna.) 

 

• "Board games" (social distance version) and 

perhaps a movie are ideas for autumn/winter - 

along with an indoor activity with multiple stops 

in the lounge & social hall.   

 

Contact Jonna by text or phone at 541.414.8342 or 

jreeder@frontierfellowship.com if you have 

questions or suggestions.  
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Stewardship 
 

Recently you received a letter from Hallack 

informing you that Maplewood will not conduct its 

annual stewardship pledge campaign this year. 

Maplewood’s friends and members have been 

steady and unwavering with their contributions 

over this year, even as Covid-19 took us away 

physically from each other and our church.  

 

For 2021, Session is asking everyone to extend 

their giving at the same amount as 2020 if 

possible.  If you are able to increase your pledge, 

even by a small amount, it will help cover losses in 

revenue plus unforeseen expenses incurred this 

year and next because of COVID-19. 

 

Although we don’t know when we’ll be able to 

return to worship and in-person activities, we 

anticipate that when that day arrives, your faithful 

giving will ensure that we are financially whole and 

ready to continue to move forward with our 

ministry.   

 

If you haven’t yet had a chance to do so, please fill 

out the pledge form on the second page of your 

letter and return it to the Maplewood office in the 

self-addressed stamped envelope that is enclosed 

with your letter. If you didn’t receive a letter, 

contact the Maplewood office at 425-778-5248 or 

office@maplewoodpres.org.

What does heaven look like?    
 

Recently, you saw a feature & some photos in This 
Week at Maplewood about the MPC youth 
addressing the question of whether or not we are 
alone in the cosmos. Following is a reflection on 
another youth meeting, at which Jonna asks another 
BIG question! 
 

At the October 25 MPC Youth Group meeting, Jonna 
asked the question, “What does heaven look like?” 
To answer this question, the kids could draw a 
picture or use words. Jonna provided four scripture 
verses and a list of quotes regarding heaven. These 
folks were ready for heaven and got right down to 
the task! 
• Charlotte, 17, busily looked up scriptures and I 

could see she had many ideas. But she ended up 
making a title “Heaven,” beautifully written, and all 
around it the things of heaven, an imaginative 
artist. 

• Tyler, 15, colored a bit on both sides of paper and 
then started writing. I watched. This is what he 
wrote and we read it together for the sharing time: 
“Heaven is what the earth would be like if it were a 
place. It is not defined by perception, because 
perception is an opinion and not a belief. Belief has 
no limits, so I could be anything. I believe that 
heaven can be any ‘thing’ you want it to be, but we 
can easily be tainted by desire, messing with our 
perceptions and beliefs.” 

• Melania, 14 going on 18, made an amazing sign 
with soft and beautiful colors – perfectly done –  
and left no doubt that one would follow that sign 
to Heaven. 

• Henry, 14, the thinker and humorist, drew things 
which can be made in the video game Minecraft. It 
is one of the first video games I ever played and I 
could make a house or business or anything I 
wanted. I am not an imaginative artist. I think all 
the kids were spot on – Henry’s idea was a 
combination of all art, as heaven, like Minecraft, 
can be anything you want it to be, and in the end 
that was what all the kids taught me.  

 

They also had lively games (played safely distanced 
with masks) of ping pong and foosball. Only kids who 
were related to each other could play foosball since 
it’s not possible to play as a safe distance from one 
another. 
 

- Submitted by Carolynne Harris, lover of teenagers & and all other      
human beings
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The holiday season has begun, and things will certainly be different this year. There will be no Thanksgiving 
brunch at Maplewood in 2020, but don’t let that stop you from trying out these favorite recipes submitted by 
some of our congregants. Consider it practice for the next in-person Thanksgiving brunch we have at 
Maplewood! 
 

Grandma Hudson’s Granola Cookies 
I got this recipe on a retreat some years back. – Barb Schoener 

 

1 cup butter or margarine 
¾ cup brown sugar 
¾ cup white sugar 
1 tsp vanilla 
2 eggs 
1 cup whole-wheat flour 
1 cup white flour 
1 tsp baking power 
1 tsp baking soda 

1 cup coconut 
1 cup oatmeal 
1 cup Rice Krispies 
1 cup raisins 
1 cup chocolate chips 
¾ cup sunflower seeds 
½ cup sesame seeds 
1/3 cup flax seeds (optional) 
1/3 cup wheat germ 

 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit. In a large mixing bowl, beat together butter, sugars, vanilla, and eggs. 
Add flours, baking powder, and baking soda. Continue beating until well-blended. Add remaining ingredients. 
Mix well. Roll into balls and place on greased cookie sheet and flatten with a fork. Bake at 350 degrees 
Fahrenheit for 10 minutes. Makes dozens! 

 

Pumpkin Roll 
Liz Carrington 

 

Mix together: 
3 whole eggs – beat on high for 5 minutes 
1 cup sugar – gradually beat into eggs 
 Stir in 2/3 cup pumpkin and 1 tsp lemon juice 
 

Sift: 
¾ cup flower 
1 tsp baking powder 
2 tsp cinnamon 
1 tsp ginger 
½ tsp nutmeg 
½ tsp salt 

 
Fold sifted ingredients into pumpkin mixture. Spread on a well-greased or wax paper-lined jelly-roll pan. Top 
with finely chopped nuts (optional). Bake at 175 degrees for 15 minutes. Turn out on a towel that has been 
sprinkled with powdered sugar. Roll towel and cake together. Cool. 
 
When cool, unroll and fill: 
Filling: 1 cup powdered sugar, 6 oz cream cheese, 4 T butter, ½ tsp vanilla. Beat and spread over cake. Roll up 
the cake. Dust with powdered sugar. Chill before slicing. 

NEWS YOU CAN USE & OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST  
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Let’s Get Cooking – continued 
 

Sopa Tierra  
(Soup of the Earth) 

This soup is quick and easy to prepare and is delicious to boot. Enjoy! - Barb Schoener 
 

To prepare:  
 

• Blend in a blender two fresh tomatoes or 1 cup canned tomatoes, 1 garlic clove , & one onion 
quartered.   

• Melt three Tbsp. butter in a large heavy saucepan and pour tomato mixture into it. Cook on medium-
high heat for about 5 minutes. 

• Blend 4 cups of pinto or kidney beans (two 1 lb. cans) and their juices in the blender on medium speed 
until smooth. Add to the tomato mixture and heat about 5 min or so, stirring occasionally.  

• Add two cups of chicken broth and 1/2 tsp. chili powder and cook for another 10-15 minutes on low 
heat. Add salt to taste.   

• Cube 1/4 pound Muenster cheese (other favorite cheese). Place cubes in a soup bowl and pour hot 
soup over them. Garnish with crisp crumbled bacon. 

 
 

 
 

Tesha’s Sweet Potato Pie 
My student Tesha was one of those students who took every class I offered at the college. She was probably 
late 20's? She was from the real South. She brought a sweet potato pie to our class potluck one year, and I 
was pretty amazed by it (I'd heard about sweet potato pie, but never actually encountered one); anyway, I got a 
personal pie the following year. Then I asked for the recipe. Fun times!– Bethany Reid 

 
INGREDIENTS: 
1 lb sweet potato (approx.)*   
1 stick (½ cup) butter   
1 cup white sugar 
½ cup Evaporated Milk 
3 eggs   

 
2 TBS flour 
½ tsp ground nutmeg (approx.) 
½ tsp ground cinnamon (approx.) 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
2 (two) 9-inch unbaked pie crusts 

 

*I find that the amount of sweet potato doesn't really matter (I don't make sure I have "one pound," in other 
words, just 2 smaller potatoes or one big one). 

 
DIRECTIONS: 

1. Boil sweet potato (red yams are nice too) whole in skin for 40 or 50 minutes, or until done. Run cold 
water over the sweet potato, remove the skin, and break apart in a mixing bowl. 

2. Add butter and mix well. Stir in sugar, milk, eggs, nutmeg, cinnamon and vanilla. Beat at medium speed 
until smooth.  

3. Pour filling into unbaked pie crusts (if you are using frozen pie crusts, let them thaw while you are 
preparing other ingredients). 

4. Bake at 350 degrees F for 50 to 60 minutes, or until a knife inserted in the center of the baked custard 
comes out clean. The pie will rise while baking, like a soufflé, but will sink down as it cools.  

5. Serve with a dollop of whipped cream or vanilla ice cream, and enjoy! 
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Mail Slot at Maplewood Office 
 

Some of you have expressed a desire to be able to 
drop off your pledge contributions at the MPC office, 
and now you can! A mail slot has been put in the 
MPC office door. You can come by any time – even 
at midnight in the middle of the week! Nice, isn’t it? 
 
And if you’re looking for an even easier way to 
contribute, consider doing it electronically. On our 
website (www.maplewoodpres.org), look for the 
“Give Now” button at the top of the screen. Click it & 
follow the instructions. It’s convenient & easy! 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Daily Bread 
 

The December-January-February 2021 Our Daily 
Bread devotional is now available. If you would like 
to have one mailed to you, contact the Maplewood 
office. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Advent and Christmas Eve 
 

Although we cannot be together for 

Advent or Christmas Eve services, we still 

want to share the celebration as a church 

family. We’re planning some special 

services and will also be hand-delivering 

Advent bags to each of you so that you 

can be a part of the Advent wreath 

candle-lighting liturgy each Sunday. Watch 

for more information as we get closer!  

 

 
 

Volunteers Needed to Deliver Advent Bags 

 

If you would like to help deliver Advent 

bags in November, please contact Dayle 

Zimmer: 

 

office@maplewoodpres.org, 

206-398-9104. 
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A few weeks ago, elder Randy Walls brought to 

your attention the website ready.gov. Launched 

in February 2003, Ready is a National public 

service campaign designed to educate and 

empower the American people to prepare for, 

respond to, and mitigate emergencies, including 

natural and man-made disasters. The goal of the 

campaign is to promote preparedness through 

public involvement. Among other things, 

ready.gov provides information about 

pandemics, flooding, power outages, winter 

weather, planning for emergencies. This is a 

good website to know about and make use of. 
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The Triple Filter Test 
- Shared by John Baker 
 
 

The triple filter test refers to an anecdote of the 

great Greek philosopher, Socrates. It’s unlikely that 

the conversation between Socrates and his 

acquaintance actually took place; however, it is a 

great life lesson about how to deal with gossip and 

rumors: 

 

In ancient Greece (469 - 399 BC), Socrates was 

widely lauded for his wisdom. 

 

One day the great philosopher came upon an 

acquaintance who ran up to him excitedly and said, 

"Socrates, do you know what I just heard about one 

of your students?" 

  

"Wait a moment," Socrates replied. "Before you tell 

me I'd like you to pass a little test. It's called the Test 

of Three." 

  

"Three?" 

  

"That's right," Socrates continued. "Before you talk 

to me about my student let's take a moment to test 

what you're going to say. The first test is Truth. Have 

you made absolutely sure that what you are about 

to tell me is true?" 

  

No," the man said, "actually I just heard about it." 

  

"All right," said Socrates. "So you don't really know if 

it's true or not. Now let's try the second test, the test 

of Goodness. Is what you are about to tell me about 

my student something good?" 

  

"No, on the contrary...." 

  

"So," Socrates continued, "you want to tell me 

something bad about him even though you're not 

certain it's true?" 

  

The man shrugged, a little embarrassed. 

 

Socrates continued. "You may still pass though, 

because there is a third test - the filter of Usefulness. 

Is what you want to tell me about my student going 

to be useful to me?" 

  

"No, not really...." 

  

"Well," concluded Socrates, "if what you want to tell 

me is neither True nor Good nor even Useful, why 

tell it to me at all?" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
I cannot teach anybody anything. 

I can only make them think. 
(Socrates really DID say this!) 
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Opportunities to Help at Thanksgiving 

 

Homage (located at the old Wight's Garden 

Center in Lynnwood) is the largest provider 

of services for older adults and people with 

disabilities in Snohomish County. Even 

though their offices are closed to the public, 

Homage is committed to helping those in 

need.  

 

At Thanksgiving, Homage is looking for 

volunteers to deliver 3-4 hot and cold meals 

to homebound clients. Most volunteers are 

finished by 12:30 or 1:00 and can enjoy their 

own Thanksgiving plans. If you can't help 

with delivery, you can always write some 

cards to Homage's clients. 

 

To find out more about volunteer 

opportunities at Homage, 

contact the volunteer program: 

425.740.3787. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Honored Veterans Slide Show November 11 
 

For many years, Virginia Morgan maintained a 
bulletin board that featured photos of Maplewood’s 
friends and family who had served in the military. 
Not long ago, Pat Hendrickson carefully dismantled 
the board, as some of the photos were beginning to 
fade. Pat catalogued and stored each photo in 
protective sleeves in a binder that could be viewed 
at any time, and the binder was made available in 
the MPC lounge.  Last year, Pat removed all of the 
photos from the binder and made a beautiful display 
that was erected in the social hall for three weeks 
leading up to Veterans Day. It was quite a display – 
perfectly appointed and organized. After Veterans 
Day, the photos were placed back in their protective 
binder sleeves to await the next Veterans Day 
display. Unfortunately, there will not be a display 
this year because of Covid-19. Instead, however, all 
the photos have been scanned and will be emailed 
to Maplewood friends and family in a slide show 
format. It won’t be as spectacular at Pat’s on-site 
display, but it’s the next best way to acknowledge 
and honor our veterans until we can come back to 
Maplewood. The slide show will be sent on 
November 11, and you will be notified via email. 
 

Cascade Symphony Orchestra 
 

If you love music –  
 
Go to the Cascade Symphony Orchestra’s virtual 
performances web page at 
https://cascadesymphony.org/virtual/ 
 
There are a number of different selections – 
spotlighting rehearsals, soloists, and past 
performances. It’s SUCH a treat – you will definitely 
get tears in your eyes. 
 
Many of you know this, but MPC member Jill Fouché 
plays double bass for CSO, and Ian Alvarez, a friend 
of MPC, plays various percussion instruments for 
CSO. In fact, Ian and crew were the ones who made 
the video performance of Danse Macabre on 
xylophones for Maplewood on Halloween. 
 
 
 

NEWS YOU CAN USE & OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST  
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The Dream Team 

Maplewood’s dream team is a dedicated bunch of volunteers, and they are committed to keeping up the grounds 
and building. They are there no matter the weather. No task is left undone. Without these guys things would not 
look as spiffy as they do. Grass would become fields of waves. Weeds would choke out all flowers and shrubs. 
Tree branches would become health hazards. Lights would burn out. Hinges would squeak, locks would stick, 
hardware would break. These are just a few examples of the things we don’t realize are taken care of by our very 
devoted dream team. 
 
Here are a few photos of them in action: 
 

 

Fran, MPC gardener extraordinaire for 24 years! 
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The Dream Team – continued 
 

 

 
 

Bethany, poet and  

rake wielder 

Lorraine, lover of color 
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The Dream Team – continued 
 

 

Larry & Dick chipping wood 
 

 

All that’s left of the mess of branches. 

 

 

 

 

Dick keeping the chipper going, Larry sweeping up grass clods on the parking lot 
(after mowing the entire lawn, of course – as he has been doing for 30 years!) 
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You know you’re out in the country when….  

 
Submitted by Hallack Greider, who was at 

Bob’s Pumpkin Farm in Snohomish! 
 

 
MPC Community Page 
 

If you haven’t yet had a chance, check out the MPC 

Community page on the Maplewood website. This is 

a page designed for YOU. It’s a repository of things 

our friends and family may find interesting, or 

helpful, or fun. Since it’s pretty new, it’s still 

evolving. If you think of anything you’d like to see on 

the community page, contact the Maplewood office 

& we’ll set it up! Here are some of the things you will 

find on the community page today: 

 

• Recommended books list 

• Favorite recipes 

• Websites that people enjoy – general, 
spiritual, and performing arts 

 

Friends & Family 
 
 

 
Cathy & Henry Draper are visiting their grandsons in 
Louisiana & got to celebrate Halloween with them. Cathy 
writes, “Things are going well. Hurricane Zeta missed us, 
the weather is cool and sunny, and the kids are very 
excited to be spending time with grandparents.” Glad 
you’re all having fun, Cathy! 
 

 
 

You recently met Liz Carrington’s great-granddaughter 
Hayden in the Halloween edition of This Week at 
Maplewood. We couldn’t resist adding another photo in 
the Progress. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hayden’s mother comments, 
“She’s playful – hard to keep up with!  
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Virginia’s Trip to Egypt and Israel 
 

A few weeks ago, in one of the This Week at 

Maplewood emails, there was a link to an article on 

date palm plants grown from 2,000-year-old seeds 

that were found in ancient palaces and settlements 

in the Judean Desert in southern Israel (Thanks Cathy 

& Henry Draper). Following are some comments & 

photos Virginia Morgan sent me after regarding that 

article: 
 

The article on the date palm seeds took me back to 

my trip to Egypt and Israel in 1980. I saw date palms 

growing along the Nile River and people washing 

themselves and their clothes in the river. We also 

took a small boat ride on the Nile at Cairo and visited 

the museum where we saw many rooms full of King 

Tut artifacts. We rode camels at the Sphinx and 

climbed up into a pyramid.  

We then flew to Israel after going through Israeli 

Security. I was really amazed at what the Jewish 

people had done to the desert when they returned 

to Israel, making it a virtual oasis. And we took a trip 

via cable car to the top of Masada. It was "only" 123 

degrees that day! While still in Israel we visited 

Bethlehem and in Jerusalem, the Upper Room, the 

Garden of Gethsemane, the Dome of the Rock, the 

Wailing Wall, the Via Delorosa, and the Garden 

Tomb. We also visited Jacob's Well in the West Bank  

and some of us were baptized in the Jordan River. 

Before we flew to Egypt and Israel we flew into 

Athens, Greece, and visited the Acropolis and the 

ruins of Corinth outside of Athens. We then went on 

a cruise around the Aegean Sea and visited several 

islands, including Santorini, where we rode donkeys 

up 500 steps to the top and the cave on Patmos 

Island where John wrote Revelations. 
 

 
Athens Tour Ticket 

 
View of Athens from the front of the Acropolis. 

 

 
Fira, the capital of the Greek island of Santorini,  

high on the cliffs overlooking the harbor. 
 

 
Our sister ship, the Orion, in Santorini harbor  

at the same time we were. 
 

SPECIAL FEATURE  
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The ascending passage in the Khufu pyramid. It was like a 
sauna in there that day as the temperature outside was 

102 degrees! 

 

 
We were almost to the King’s Chamber at the top in this 
picture. In one place, the passage was only four feet high 

and we had to climb bending over. On the way down, 
after seeing the granite sarcophagus (the only thing 

remaining in the King’s Chamber), we descended 
backwards, which was easier in the four-foot area. 

 

 
In the courtyard of the Step Pyramid, listening to 

Solomon, our guide. 

 

 
Virginia and friend  

with Djoser Pyramid in background. 

 

 
Pyramid of King Djoser at Saggara 

 

 
Above one of the doors  

at the Monastery of St John the Theologian 
  

SPECIAL FEATURE  
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At the altar in the Monastery of St John the 

Theologian where we lit candles and said a prayer 
 

 
The Sphinx 

 

 
The Sphinx with the Pyramid of Kahdre (Chephren)  

in the background 
 

 

  

SPECIAL FEATURE  

Date Palm Tree in Kissimee, Florida 
(Not one of Virginia’s photos!) 
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SPECIAL FEATURE  

The Colors of Fall 
 

We asked folks to send in fall photos, but there weren’t any takers. I figure it’s because everybody is too busy raking 
up leaves to actually stop and take a photo.  So I gave myself a little challenge: Find trees that were showing off their 
gorgeous fall colors – but only within walking distance of my house. Mission accomplished! 

From my front porch. Well, THAT was easy! 

STOP and look at me! 

Wrapped in color! 

Intense red berries! 
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