
 

Dear Friends in Faith, 

When pastors in our community die, our necrology reports most often list the many forms of service 

and many places of service their lives graced.  We often simply list the names and dates of Ruling 

Elders in their death.  I hope you will grant me the privilege to share in a like fashion that recognizes 

the parity we state in our polity between Ruling Elder and Teaching Elders. 

Beverly Claire (Harris) Stewart was born June 20, 1931 in Guthrie, OK.  She died at home in Mt. 

Vernon, WA on December 10, 2021 on the UN day for Human Rights.  Her ashes will be joined with 

those of her husband (Thomas Philip Stewart) in a small family gathering at Riversong Farm in Mt. 

Vernon, WA on Sunday, February 6.  Her belief that in life and in death we belong to God undergirds 

our remembering well and grieving gentle. 

The following highlights both Bev and her husband of 50 years Thomas (Tom) Philip Stewart [April 

19,1929- April 23, 2001].  They were partners in life and the 20 years after his death she continued to 

live out within her church family the calling they had found so life giving together.  He would have 

been quick to say that none of his own discipleship would have been possible without their 

partnership and encouragement. 

In the late 1950’s Bev and Tom Stewart first became members of the United Presbyterian Church in 

Sanford, FL at the First Presbyterian Church where she and Tom taught the nursery school (ages 3-5). 

They would continue to serve churches wherever the Navy assignments of Tom’s career sent them 

over the next many decades and into their retirement years where they made their home in North 

Puget Sound.  

Moving to Whidbey Island in the early 1960’s, Tom & Bev participated in the New Church 

Development that became Whidbey United Presbyterian Church, North Puget Sound Presbytery. This 

was the first of four congregations of the presbytery offering a spiritual home for their church life.  At 

Whidbey, the ministry included weekly preparing for worship by setting up folding chairs each week 

in the Elementary School cafeteria, and also leading Vacation Church School in the wooded lot next to 

the school. 

In Monterey, CA while Tom was at the Naval Post Graduate School, Bev & Tom were immersed in the 

life and ministry of First Presbyterian Church of Monterey where Tom was ordained a Ruling Elder.  

Bev often remembered and gave thanks for the Adult Education which included listening to reel to 

reel tapes of Paul Tillich’s lectures, retreats at Asilomar Conference Center, and learning about the 

global about mission partnership in Korea and around the world.  Christian faith demanded earnest, 

but life-giving study. 

At Emmanuel Presbyterian in Albuquerque, NM they and family shared opportunities at Ghost Ranch 

with family camps.  Holding the bible in one hand and daily life in the other was a challenge as they 

weighted the military service of Tom’s career at the Nuclear Weapon Evaluation Center at Sandia 

with faith and discipleship.  Tom would later be apart of the task force study which drafted the 1988 

PCUSA Policy Statement of Christian Obedience in a Nuclear Age.  Together they taught and spoke at 

many peacemaking conferences and congregation events on this topic and other aspects of global 

and personal skills for peace. The PCUSA Peacemaking program was a consistence part of their 

support in stewardship and service, and it is one of the three PCUSA recipients of their bequests. 



Returning to Whidbey in the mid, and then again in the late 60’s, Bev was ordained a Ruling Elder and 

served in worship, mission, and education.  The congregation had by this time been chartered, and it 

had moved into a building near the center of Oak Harbor, WA.  It was a place of care for the family 

during a time of multiple deployments, the death of friends, and the on-going concerns brought by 

the Viet Nam War.  Bev and a close friend attended the GA in Portland, OR.  Bev had the chance 50 

years later to attend GA once again in Portland, OR in 2016.  Companions in faith offered stability and 

caring welcomed in a time of anxiety and uncertainty. 

When they moved to the DC area, Fairfax Presbyterian Church in Fairfax, VA was a place Bev 

continued to teach Church School for Middle Schoolers.  In this large suburban church Tom and Bev 

were glad for partners willing to look at global and local mission concerns.  The concerns of racial 

justice and urban poverty were an active part of their time at Fairfax. The Confession of 1967, and 

active struggle with the issues of the Viet Nam War spoke to a church life supportively wrestling with 

the daily concerns and contemporary issues on their hearts.  

In their few years in Puerto Rico, Tom and Bev were active in the base chapel at Roosevelt Roads 

Naval Station in Ceiba, PR and were recognized for their leadership. The PCUSA had well prepared 

them to be respectful partners in a diverse community gathered in that ecumenical setting. 

Returning to the Northwest after retirement from the Navy, Tom served as Mission Development 

Interpreter for the Synod of Alaska Northwest, and later served as its Interim Synod Executive.  When 

they settled in Edmonds, Maplewood Presbyterian became their church home.  It was there that they 

were blessed by the extraordinary leadership of a number of women in pastoral leadership: Revs. 

Lucy Forester-Smith, Donna Frey DeCou, Jean Kim, and Thelma Burgonio-Watson.  Each of these 

women deepened for them a commitment to peace and justice and the understanding of racial and 

gender equity needed in the church and the world.  Revs. Jack Wilson and Jim Kutz welcomed Tom 

and Bev into leadership beyond the bounds of the congregation as Tom began serving as the 

Presbytery of North Puget Sound’s Stated Clerk and as Bev worked on many committees and 

administrative commissions during this time.  When Candy Wilson (long time Recording Secretary to 

the Stated Clerk) retired Bev began filling this role for the Presbytery as well. During this time, they 

regularly participated in the work of General Assembly and were able to celebrate the re-union of the 

United and PCUS Denominations with the forming of the PCUSA. 

 While at Maplewood, they participated in the work of refugee resettlement for Bosnian families 

fleeing the sectarian violence and war.  Tom had seen the seeds of this conflict when he toured this 

part of Europe in one of the first diplomatic exchanges while he was at the National War College in 

Washington D.C.   Together they served on the Committee on Bosnia in the mid-1990s in the Seattle 

area.  Bev taught English literacy skills, and they welcomed the first babies born in the US to these 

refugee families providing the loan of a family cradle of their son-in-law’s making.  Together they 

challenged the objections raised about settling Muslim refugees as important work for Christian 

communities of faith.  At Maplewood they also took on the commitment of being family to two 

women in the congregation who had no family to accompany them in the last stage of their life.  

Providing for health and daily life support allowed these women to remain independent as long as 

was possible, and demonstrated congregational ties that could make a difference in practical ways.  

Another meaningful sign of congregational faithfulness was the number of adults who agreed that 

the one middle school child in the church deserved to have the church live out its vows made to her 

at baptism.  This single child had a team of four adults commit to meet with her so that each week 



she had partners to study the scriptures with and be nurtured in faith. This work for Bev was what it 

meant to be the church beyond counting the numbers. 

During this time Tom and Bev began their work with Circuit Rider Books, a mobile bookstore that 

served many events for mainline denominational gatherings in the Northwest (WA, ID & OR).  With 

Circuit Rider, they were apart of leadership development work and had a chance to hear many of the 

leading writers and speakers both nationally and regionally.  Researching and making available books, 

music, and devotional resources was work combining their love of travel and life-long learning in 

faith.  It was often an opportunity to have seminary level education and build networks of friends 

across denominations with interests in worship, stewardship, peace and justice ministry, church 

conflict and reconciliation, interfaith and ecumenical partnerships, evangelism, and community 

development.     

They continued their focus on peace and justice work as they joined the More Light advocacy of 

Terrace View Presbyterian in Mountlake Terrace, WA.  During this time they retired from the Circuit 

Rider Book work, but Bev and Tom kept an up to date library of Biblical study materials and resources 

to share a witness for LGBTQ peoples full inclusion and leadership.  They were generous with their 

time to share this witness with other congregations and at regional events.  Bev’s work included 

being a commissioner to the 208th General Assembly. 

After Tom’s death in 2001, Bev moved to Mt. Vernon WA joining the fourth congregation where she 

was active in North Puget Sound Presbytery, St. James Presbyterian in Bellingham, WA.   She had 

worshiped and gotten to know a number of members while visiting a daughter who was a member 

under care of the congregation and presbytery.  Bev served with the Worship Committee in providing 

support for recruiting and training liturgists, and she was an active member of the shared leadership 

for Adult Education on Sunday mornings. Along with these areas of leadership, she loved the fine 

music program of the church and the worship and preaching that continued to help her grow in faith.    

Bev often translated materials of the PCUSA into full sized bulletin boards for interpretation work of 

mission and ministry for the congregations she served.   

In Mt. Vernon, Bev served on the board of Tierra Nueva, supported ministry to Friendship House, 

became involved in some of the area community organizing, and stood on freeway overpasses to 

demonstrate for peace in Iraq & Afghanistan.  

When in her last years of life she felt she could no longer actively attend worship and engage in 

ministry in a congregation, the wealth of nurture of the church across the eight congregations coast 

to coast served to strengthen her sense of discipleship in small daily ways. The extensive collection of 

spiritual readings, music, and resources supported her and gave strength to her family in 

accompanying her on her last journey beyond the bounds of this life and death itself.  

 

Gratefully, 

 Rev. Ms. Linda Stewart-Kalen 

1318 SE 51st Ave Portland OR 97215 

(503) 233-4201 

 


