PRELUDE | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light,
by Kathleen Thomerson, 1966
- lan Alvarez, brass

WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP—based on Ephesians 5:8-14

Once we walked in the darkness,
but now in the Lord, we are light!

Let us live as children of light, bearing fruit in all
that is good, right, and true.

Wake up, sleeper! Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you!

We are awake! Let us fix our eyes on Christ
and learn to walk in right paths for his name’s
sake.

For where the light of Christ shines,
everything is made visible.

Come, let us worship Christ, the Light of the
World,

who draws us into his grace

and empowers us to walk in his light!

HYMN #314 Christ, Be Our Light
PRAYER OF PRAISE

Mighty God, who speaks a word of peace

to calm our troubled sea;

caring God, who nudges us away from fear
and toward faith;

ever-present God, who fills us with awe

but also raises many questions without easy
answers:

Open our eyes to see you with us

in the midst of our storms.

Strengthen our hearts for the challenges that lie
ahead;

help us to hear the word you speak to our hearts
as well as to our minds.

May our gratitude and praise

transform our worries into prayers and trust,
through Jesus Christ our strong and faithful savior.
Amen.

RESPONSE #184 Calm to the Waves

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND REFLECTION
—based on Psalm 23

Gracious and loving Shepherd,

you lead us to green pastures and still waters,
yet we confess that we often wander off

in search of our own paths.

We admit that we frequently live with a spirit of
scarcity,

failing to trust that you provide all we need.
Forgive us for trying to be our own shepherds.
We rush through our days,

ignoring your invitation to rest,

and rely on our own strength rather than your
guidance.

In times of darkness and difficulty, we give in to fear,

forgetting that you are always with us.
We let resentment and worry steal our peace,

and we fail to recognize the overflowing cup of grace

you have poured out for us.

Good Shepherd, have mercy on us.

Forgive our restless hearts and our lack of trust.
Restore our souls, and lead us once again in right
paths.

Remind us that your goodness and mercy

follow us every day,

and help us to rest securely in your presence

all of our days.

(silent prayer and reflection)
WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Open your hearts and receive

the grace of God poured out into your lives.

The light of God shines through the darkness.
Receive God'’s forgiving love and mercy, and be at
peace.

Our hearts rejoice for Christ is in our midst,
who comes to proclaim the good news

of God’s grace and favor.

Thanks be to God!
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PASSING THE PEACE
HYMN #187 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
SCRIPTURE READINGS Psalm 23 and Ephesians 5:8-14

MESSAGE Children of Light in the Shadow of Death
- Rev. Kim Crispeno

HYMN #819 Be Still, My Soul
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For yours is the kingdom,

and the power,

and the glory

now and forever. Amen.

HYMN #744 Arise, Your Light is Come!

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Now Thank We All Our God,
by Johann Cruger, 1647;

harm. Felix Mendelssohn, 1840
- lan Alvarez, chimes variation
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