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PRELUDE

PRAYER OF PRAISE

WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP—from Psalm 66:1-2
Make a joyful sound to God, all the earth!
Sing the glory of God’s name;
give to God glorious praise!
All the earth worships you;
they sing praises to you,
sing praises to your name!
HYMN

There's not a plant or flower below
but makes thy glories known.
And clouds arise, and tempests blow,
by order from thy throne,
while all that borrows life from thee
is ever in thy care,
and everywhere that we can be,
thou, God, art present there.

I Sing the Mighty Power of God (#32)

I sing the mighty power of God
that made the mountains rise,
that spread the flowing seas abroad
and built the lofty skies.
I sing the wisdom that ordained
the sun to rule the day.
The moon shines full at God's command,
and all the stars obey.
I sing the goodness of the Lord
who filled the earth with food.
God formed the creatures through the Word,
and then pronounced them good.
Lord, how thy wonders are displayed,
where'er I turn my eye,
if I survey the ground I tread,
or gaze upon the sky!

God of grace,
you have given us minds to know you,
hearts to love you,
and voices to sing your praise.
Fill us with your Spirit,
that we may celebrate your goodness
and worship you in spirit and in truth,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
HYMN

How Can I Keep from Singing? (#821)

My life flows on in endless song,
above earth’s lamentation.
I hear the clear, though far-off hymn
that hails a new creation.
Refrain:
No storm can shake my inmost calm
while to that Rock I’m clinging.
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth,
how can I keep from singing?
Through all the tumult and the strife,
I hear that music ringing.
It finds an echo in my soul.
How can I keep from singing? [Refrain]
What though my joys and comforts die?
I know my Savior liveth.
What though the darkness gather round?
Songs in the night he giveth. [Refrain]
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,
a fountain ever springing!
All things are mine since I am his!
How can I keep from singing? [Refrain]
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OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD
Gracious God, your love courses through our
lives like a flowing river, abundant in grace and
power. We confess that we have not stopped
to be refreshed by your Spirit. We have
bypassed the streams of mercy and in doing so
have forfeited the strength you offer us. We
have dammed up the river of your power with
judgments and self-pity. We have refused to
channel your love to others, especially those
we find hard to love. In your mercy heal us,
and restore us to peace—peace within, peace
between friends, and peace in your Spirit.
(time for silent prayers and reflection)
WORDS OF ASSURANCE—from Isaiah 26:3-4
Those of steadfast mind you keep
in peace—
in peace because they trust in you.
Trust in the Lord forever,
for in the Lord God
you have an everlasting rock.
Grace, mercy, and peace from God are yours!
God, who loves you, can be trusted
to supply what you need,
to release you from burdens,
to guide you in the way you should go.
Thanks be to God!
PASSING THE PEACE
SONG

Calm to the Waves (#184)

Calm to the waves.
Calm to the wind.
Jesus whispers, “Peace, be still.”
Balm to our hearts.
Fears at an end.
In stillness, hear his voice.
SCRIPTURE READINGS

John 14:25-27 and
Philippians 4:4-7

MESSAGE Becoming Peace
HYMN Lord of All Hopefulness (#683)
Lord of all hopefulness,
Lord of all joy,
whose trust, ever childlike,
no cares could destroy:
Be there at our waking
and give us, we pray,
your bliss in our hearts, Lord,
at the break of the day.
Lord of all eagerness,
Lord of all faith,
whose strong hands were skilled
at the plane and the lathe:
Be there at our labors
and give us, we pray,
your strength in our hearts, Lord,
at the noon of the day.
Lord of all kindliness,
Lord of all grace,
your hands swift to welcome,
your arms to embrace:
Be there at our homing
and give us, we pray,
your love in our hearts, Lord,
at the eve of the day.
Lord of all gentleness,
Lord of all calm,
whose voice is contentment,
whose presence is balm:
Be there at our sleeping
and give us, we pray,
your peace in our hearts, Lord,
at the end of the day.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

BENEDICTION

Our Father in heaven,

May the grace of Christ attend you,

hallowed be your name,

The love of God surround you,

your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.

And the Holy Spirit keep you,
That you may live in faith,

Give us this day our daily bread,

Abound in hope,

and forgive us our debts,

And grow in love,

as we forgive our debtors.

Now and forevermore.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom,
and the power,

And all of God’s people said, Amen!
POSTLUDE

and the glory
now and forever. Amen.

“As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” John
20:21

HYMN Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing (#546)
Lord, dismiss us with your blessing;
fill our hearts with joy and peace;
let us each, your love possessing,
triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us, O refresh us,
traveling through this wilderness.
Thanks we give and adoration
for your gospel's joyful sound;
may the fruits of your salvation
in our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful
to your truth may we be found.
Savior, when your love shall call us,
from our struggling pilgrim way,
let no fear of death appall us,
glad your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever
reign with you in endless day.
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